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        s hard as it is to believe, spring is almost here  
          and so is tax day! As your trusted advisors, 
we are here to help if you need assistance during 
tax season and throughout the year to optimize 
your financial situation. 

New growth and a refreshing wave of productivity 
are the hallmarks of the spring season. To help you 
make the most of these months, we’ve included a 
lot of helpful tips—from last-minute tax strategies 
to eco-friendly gardening tips. If you are doing a 
little spring cleaning, you’ll also find some great 
ideas on how to recycle common household items.

While we are hopeful that we all experience  
copious amounts of sunshine soon, we also know 
that even though the calendar says spring has 
arrived, we can still face wintery or dreary weather 
well into April. Be sure to check out our easy and 
inexpensive “blah busters” to help you make it 
through some of those gray days.

Here’s to a happy and safe spring!

Sincerely, 

Your trusted accounting advisors
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The juncture between the last long stretch of winter and the beginning of 
spring can be difficult when it comes to keeping a bright mood. Whether 
you are stuck in the house due to cold, snow or gray skies, or if you are 
dragging because you haven’t had a vacation in a while, now is the time  
to inject a little fun into your days. Start with these low-cost ways to shake 
up your everyday routine, and then feel free to add your own.

Beat the blahs!   
 Inexpensive ways to  
 shake up your routine 
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Loosen up and learn  
If you have wanted to add a new skill to your  
repertoire, take the opportunity to do so. Delve  
into some YouTube videos, books or apps to master 
a skill or just to enjoy learning about something 
new. Invite your family to join in as well. 

Go beyond board games 
If you have already blown through most of your 
board games, try a different kind of game. Some 
suggestions: 

• 20 Questions—Put pictures of celebrities, cartoon 
characters, historical figures and family members 
on cards. Each player draws a card without looking,  
holds it to their forehead, and has 20 yes or no 
questions to figure out who they have drawn. 

• Indoor Bowling—Line up some water bottles or 
empty plastic drink containers in a hallway and try 
using tennis balls to make your own bowling alley. 

• Hide and Seek—This can be fun for kids of all 
ages and adults, too. Take turns hiding all over the 
house and finding each other. Add a little more  
fun with glow-in-the-dark hide and seek. Turn  
off all lights and only provide the seeker with a 
glow-in-the-dark stick.

Peruse Pinterest  
If you have a long afternoon ahead of you at home, 
there’s nothing better than spending it productively  
and creatively. Making crafts is a great way to keep 
kids busy, and it can be an awesome stress reliever 
for adults. The go-to source for easy ideas is  
Pinterest. The site has thousands of inspirational 
“pins” for household crafts—ranging from simple 
to complex.

Give for good  
If you have to be inside anyway—or you just need 
the boost that a good pre-spring clean offers— 
consider gathering up your old clothing and other  
household items to donate to charity. It’s also a great  
way to encourage kids to clean up by donating toys 
they no longer play with. As an added bonus, be 
sure to get a receipt for a tax deduction.

Get moving  
Being active can help you and your family shake  
off the blahs almost instantly. Consider Wii or Xbox 
games designed to get groups active and moving. 
Or, just throw on some tunes and have a dance  
party or work on your strength training moves.

Start an indoor garden  
Planting and watching an indoor garden grow can 
be a fun and rewarding winter activity. Herbs and 
small plants improve the air quality in your home 
as well. Some suggestions for indoor herbs include: 
chives, mint, rosemary, oregano and thyme. And 
when you need them for cooking, you’ll have them 
conveniently on hand.

Picnic indoors  
Nothing says “summer” like a delicious picnic.  
If you live in a cold climate, try an indoor picnic  
instead of your regular dinner at the table. If you 
have a fireplace, spread out in front of it (and maybe  
roast marshmallows for dessert). If your climate is 
moderate, having a picnic outside, if possible, is a 
fun way to shake things up.  

Some days it may feel like spring will never get 
here. Beat those winter blahs by mixing up your 
family’s regular routine with the activities above.    
Source: amerisleep.com/blog
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 Make good on  
     retirement resolutions  
A contribution to a traditional IRA can help reduce 
your taxable income with the federal government. 
The tax-deductible contribution limit for the 2018 
tax year is $5,500. If you are age 50 and over, the 
limit is $6,500. You have until April 15, 2019 to open  
and contribute to an IRA to claim the deduction on 
your 2018 return.

If you are self-employed, you can open a Simplified 
Employee Pension plan (SEP IRA), even if you are 
also employed in a full-time job. Contributions made  
to a SEP IRA are tax deductible, just like with a 
traditional IRA, but the SEP IRA has a much higher 
contribution limit. For 2018, the contribution limit 
is 25 percent of net earnings from self-employment 
or $55,000, whichever is less. The deadline for con-
tributions is the tax deadline—April 15, 2019. 

 Compile and review documents  
The best tax document management strategy is  
to keep everything in one place and review docu-
ments well in advance of the tax deadline in order 
to identify deduction opportunities. This includes 
everything from bank statements and year-end 
investment reports to your checkbook registers, 
credit card statements and health insurance  
explanation of benefits statements.

 File your tax return on time  
Even if you wait until the eleventh hour to file your 
return, actually filing on time is better than not filing  
at all. In addition, paying less than you owe isn’t 
nearly as costly as not filing. The penalty for not filing  
a tax return could be as much as 10 times greater 
than the penalty for not paying in full, according  
to the IRS. The late-filing penalty is 5 percent of the 
unpaid tax amount for every month your return 
is late, up to a maximum of 25 percent. If you file 

more than 60 days after the due date, the minimum 
penalty is $135 or 100 percent of your unpaid tax, 
whichever is less. If you do file a return but don’t 
pay all that you owe, the late-payment penalty is 
0.5 percent of the tax owed for every month, up to 
a maximum of 25 percent. The late-filing penalty is 
reduced by the late-payment penalty for any month 
where both penalties apply.

 Not ready? File an extension  
If you just cannot file by the April 15 deadline, then 
make sure you file for a six-month extension—with 
the knowledge that you still need to pay on time or  
you will face penalties. If you choose to file an ex- 
tension, you need to complete and submit Form 4868. 

 Act fast if you suspect fraud  
One of the best reasons to file your return early is to  
avoid scammers who may try to hack into your per- 
sonal information and file a fraudulent return. If you  
do suspect fraud, act quickly and notify the IRS at  
IdentityTheft.gov. Keep a copy of your return as well.

 Review your return  
When your 2018 tax return is complete and sub-
mitted, make sure to give it a thorough review. This 
is good practice in identifying ways to better your 
tax situation in the following year. Don’t simply file 
it away and forget it. If, for example, you are getting  
a large refund, this may indicate that you are having  
too much tax withheld. Knowing this, you can change  
your withholding options this year. Or you could 
decide to contribute a little bit to an IRA over the 
course of the year rather than procrastinating to 
deposit money close to the deadline. 

Regardless of the strategy you employ to prepare for  
tax season and beyond, the most important tip is to  
get your taxes filed on time to avoid unnecessary 
penalties. Here’s to a smooth tax season!  
Source: Fidelity.com
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Upcycle old items into 
new household charm
If spring cleaning is on your to-do list, read this article before you start 
clearing out your cupboards and storage spaces. Our helpful tips were 
designed to help you decide what to toss and what to upcycle. Adding  
a little imagination to a few everyday items can turn your possible 
throw-away items into functional, beautiful accents for your home.



Don’t miss  
these tax 
deadlines
Keep these dates handy 
to avoid paying penalties 
 

JANUARY 15 | 2019
• Fourth quarter 2018 estimated  
  tax payments due
 

JANUARY 31| 2019
• W-2 and 1099-Misc forms due
 

MARCH 15 | 2019
• S-Corporation tax returns due
• Partnership, LLP and multi- 
  member LLC tax returns due
 

APRIL 15 | 2019
• Report of Foreign Bank and  
  Financial Accounts (FBAR) due
• First quarter 2019 estimated  
  tax payments due
• Personal income tax returns due
• C-Corporation tax returns due
 

JUNE 17 | 2019
• Second quarter 2019 estimated  
  tax payments due
 

SEPTEMBER 16 | 2019
• Third quarter 2019 estimated  
  tax payments due
• S-Corporation tax returns on  
  extension due
• Multi-Member LLC + Partnership  
  tax returns on extension due
 

OCTOBER 15 | 2019
• Report of Foreign Bank and  
  Financial Accounts (FBAR)  
  on extension due 
• C-Corporation tax returns  
  on extension due
• Personal income tax returns  
  on extension due
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Florist vases  
If you have more than a few glass 
florist vases taking up shelf space, 
try spray painting them different 
opaque colors to decorate book-
shelves, coffee tables and side 
tables. Vases with narrow necks 
can be used to hold bracelets or 
even watches.

Baskets  
In their various  
forms, baskets  
are useful until  
they start to take  
up too much space. A better use 
for attractive woven baskets is to 
hang them on a wall for a touch of 
texture or a handy place to store  
keys or light objects. You can 
also cluster coordinating baskets 
together on a shelf to provide 
storage.

CD jewel cases  
If you still have old CDs and cases 
in storage, blow the dust off them 
and upcycle. Use CDs as coasters  
either as-is or fancy them up a 
bit with decoupage. Next, use the 
jewel cases as frames to create a   
                              unique gallery  
                                 wall. Simply  
                               slide photos or   
                               quotes you’ve  
                               printed out into  
                               the case and  
                               then hang using  
                               wall strips. 

Mismatched  
plates and bowls  
Displaying fun, one-of-a-kind 
plates or bowls can be a cool and 
playful approach to decor. You can 
also hang mismatched (but coor-
dinating) color plates and bowls  
on a wall as artwork. Using a pretty  
dish on an entry table for keys or   
        arranging a few small bowls  
       in a drawer to sort and orga- 
      nize jewelry are also great ideas.

Vintage suitcases  
Upcycling vintage suitcases is easy. 
Use them as a place for storing 
photo albums. Or for smaller suit-
cases, add a mirror to the bottom 
and leave it open on a dresser as 
a place to keep toiletries or hair 
accessories. You can also stack 
several old suitcases of various 
sizes to use as a quirky side table. 
 
Window shutters  
Line up old shutters behind your 
bed and affix them to the wall to 
create a unique headboard. You 
can also create a cool memo board 
by using the slats to hold pictures 
and cards. 

These are just a few upcycling 
ideas to use as you uncover hidden  
treasures during spring cleaning. 
Check out Pinterest or other crafty 
websites for more ideas—or use 
your personal household needs 
as inspiration to create your own 
home accents.  
Source: TheSpruce.com
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Eco-friendly    
 gardening tips
If you have a green thumb—or are striving to develop one—you may  
wonder if you have to sacrifice having an “eco-friendly” garden for a  
beautiful one. According to the experts at The Farmer’s Almanac,  
having a landscape that looks great and respects nature is really just 
about working with the ecosystem, not against it! Being an eco- 
friendly gardener may even be as simple as incorporating a few of 
these simple practices:
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Choose the right plants 
The eco-friendly rule of thumb is to go native! 
Plants that already fit your climate will thrive with 
less care and stress. They’ll support the health of 
your entire yard as well—attracting pollinators and 
beneficial bugs. Non-native, invasive plants often 
wipe out native species, which can harm the eco-
system. In general, group plants that have similar 
needs: Put shade lovers together, heavy drinkers 
together, pH partners together, and sandy vs. loamy 
soil seekers together. Match plants and conditions 
and think of your property as having different 
zones. The results will save you time, effort and 
replacement expense.

Make your garden welcoming  
to pollinators and pest eaters  
Bees and butterflies are natural pollinators, which 
are vital to flowers and other plants. The Farmer’s 
Almanac estimates that about one-third of every 
bite of food comes from pollinators. Having native 
plants and reducing pesticides are two big ways 
to encourage pollinators in your garden. When it 
comes to protecting your garden from pests that 
destroy vegetation, insects like wasps, flies, lady-
bugs and beetles can help. You can attract them  
by adding plants that offer diversified sources of 
nectar and bloom from early spring through late 
fall. Flowering plants, trees and shrubs can all  
support this goal.

Create a garden that  
is inviting to birds  
Many species of birds will also help you win the 
battle against unwanted pests by eating slugs, snails, 
grubs, caterpillars and other pests that destroy plants.  
To bring the birds to your backyard, choose native 
plants that attract the kind of insects, berries and  
seeds that birds eat. In addition, having bird feeders,  
bird baths and nesting boxes in your garden will 
also encourage more feathered friends to visit. 

Don’t waste water  
Conserving water should be a cornerstone of your 
eco-friendly gardening. Here are some tips to help 
you manage your consumption: 
• Select your plants according to the type of soil you 
have. For example, if you have a dry area, consider 
plants that are more naturally drought-tolerant. 
• Sprinklers are water wasters, so if you must use 
them, be sure to apply timers.  
• Harvest your rain water by making a rain garden 
in a shallow, depressed area in your landscape with 
highly permeable (not hard) soil. This spot will 
collect rain water from a roof, driveway or street 
and allow it to soak into the ground. Plant the area 
with grasses and flowering perennials for a cost 
effective and attractive way to reduce runoff from 
your property.

Make the most of mulch  
Mulch slows water down, so that more moisture 
goes into the soil instead of running off. Mulch also 
provides nutrients to the soil and helps suppress 
weeds. The best application for flower beds is to pile 
mulch about three inches thick.  

Reduce and avoid harmful chemicals  
Of course, not using lawn chemicals or using them 
sparingly is an important way of keeping your garden  
environmentally sound. Instead of chemicals to deter  
pests, try creating barriers such as crushed eggshells  
or applying petroleum jelly around plant containers 
to make it impossible for pests to climb up to eat 
your greenery and flowers. In addition, natural pes-
ticide substitutes such as Diatomaceous Earth and 
Neem Oil abound, so do your research and decide 
if you want to try these eco-friendly alternatives.

Now that you have a few eco-friendly tips to get 
you started, make a plan to get outside this spring 
and create a beautiful garden landscape. One that is 
just as easy on the earth as it is on the eyes!  
Source: almanac.com
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Easy ways  
to eat extra 
Easter eggs

Life and living
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If you love to decorate eggs for Easter, you may end up with a fridge full of them 
once the holiday passes. While eating leftover hard-boiled eggs can get old fast, 
there’s no reason to toss them. Use a few of our yummy recipe ideas to put those 
extra eggs to good use.

Deviled eggs 
Of course, deviled eggs are a no-brainer when you 
have hard-boiled eggs on hand. However, don’t 
stop at the classic mixed-with-mayonnaise variety. 
Try something new by mixing the hardboiled yolks 
with spicy sriracha, pesto, humus, finely chopped 
green beans or other mix-ins.

Brunch enchiladas  
This is a unique twist on brunch enchiladas. Try 
slicing hard-boiled eggs and layering them with 
cheese, creamed corn and mild green chilies inside 
of your burrito shells. Top with ranchero sauce and 
cheese, and then bake until bubbly at 350 degrees.  

Egg salad sandwich sophistication  
Just like deviled eggs, you can customize the usual 
egg salad sandwich filling to add a touch of sophis-
tication. Try avocado, diced smoked salmon, bacon 
or other creative additions.

Add protein to your salad  
Add some vegetarian-friendly protein to any kind 
of salad by chopping up hard-boiled eggs and tossing  
them into it. From Caesar to Nicoise salads, hard-
boiled eggs are a great way to add a satisfying touch. 

Pair up your eggs and potatoes  
Eggs and potatoes are the perfect partners. They are 
both inexpensive and, generally, in plentiful supply.  
Toss some hard-boiled eggs in with potatoes, onion  

and mayonnaise for a side dish. You can also grate 
hard-boiled eggs into your next batch of hash 
browns or try adding cooked egg yolks into the 
filling for twice-baked potatoes. 

Enjoy a great garnish 
Here’s a unique idea—use a wedge of a hard-cooked  
egg as a garnish for your Bloody Mary. Just thread 
the egg on a plastic cocktail pick. If you are feeling 
adventurous, you can also add a whole egg to your 
drink and enjoy it as a satisfying finale.

Chocolate chip cookies? Yes!  
Do you have a favorite chocolate chip cookie recipe?  
Ready to make it even moister and more delicious? 
Just add two hard-boiled egg yolks to your softened 
butter. The results will amaze you (in an eggscellent 
way).

White out hunger  
Do you always feel hungry? Not consuming enough 
protein may be to blame. Try eating an egg white 
or two from your extra Easter egg stash at breakfast 
and lunch to stave off mid-morning and mid-after-
noon cravings. Egg whites have the majority of an 
egg’s protein content.

These are just a few ideas of what you can do  
with your extra Easter eggs this year. Now get 
cracking! 
Source: familyfreshmeals.com
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Easter 
basket 
f illers  
for all  
ages

Mind f lex
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It’s no secret that one of the best parts of Easter is the fun of hiding and finding  
Easter eggs. But the fun isn’t limited to kids. We’ve gathered together 20 great 
ideas for filling Easter baskets—beyond candy—to delight all ages.

These are just a few ideas to help you create Easter baskets for everyone in your family. 
Be creative and take into account the interests of your recipients to boost the fun factor!

 Sunglasses

 Decorative pens or  
        pencils and notepads

 Spring-themed socks

 A personalized mug

 Travel-sized toothbrush  
        and toothpaste

 Bath bombs

 Bath poofs

 Movie gift certificates

 Gift cards for ice cream  
        or a restaurant

 Vegetable or flower  
        seeds to plant

 Gardening tools and gloves

 Chalk for the driveway  
        or a memo board

 Sunscreen 

 Small desk accessories

 A fancy egg cup and spoon 

 Lip balm and hand lotion

 Stress balls or squishies

 Massage gift certificates

 Books and magazines 

 YoYo or retro toys




